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From the Bishop

For nation will rise against nation.. .kingdom against kingdom; there will be
earthquakes...famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs (Mark
13:8).

| had the privilege of preaching at the retreat for our First Call Pastors and
Deacons recently. My theme was “Defiant Hope.” | heard or read those
two words somewhere else and knew they fit with what | wanted to preach.
The text was Mark 13:1-8 where Jesus says the stones of the temple won’t
last long, and there will be “disasters of biblical proportions”, to use a
phrase from the Ghostbusters movie of 1984.

Mark 13 is generally thought to be apocalyptic literature, writings that are meant to uncover or re-
veal something about the future. Other apocalyptic literature is found in Revelation and Daniel and
elsewhere. Some Christians have used words in this kind of literature to predict the future, to figure
out a time-table of what will happen when, to inflict guilt and shame and condemnation on people.

But | learned long ago that apocalyptic literature is meant to instill hope, to drive away fear, to as-
sure us that, all evidence to the contrary, God will have the final word. Mountains will erode and
crumble, stones from temples will fall down, the tiniest particles of matter will decay. We live in a
world bent towards death and destruction, and sometimes gunmen walk into country western bars
and send lives into chaos as they kill and maim. Sometimes fires erupt or other natural disaster
bring disruption and suffering to people of all walks of life. Every generation experiences these
signs, horrible things that happen to people and creation. World War | was supposed to be “the
war that ends all wars” but soon there was more war and then Auschwitz and the killing fields of
Cambodia and now mass starvation in Yemen.

If these are signs of the beginning of the birth-pangs, “when’s the delivery date.” That was the
question of one of my ecumenical colleagues recently as we spent time Dwelling in this Word. |
could sense his deep longing, the cry of his own soul, “how long, O God, before your Kingdom fi-
nally comes.”

We are people of hope, even people of defiant hope. Our hearts and lives have been touched by
the love of God in Jesus Christ who plunged into the abyss of death, whom God then raised from
the dead. There may days when we are tempted to throw in the towel, to cave in to despair. But
the Holy Spirit keeps faith alive within us with the Good News of God’s suffering love, compassion
and care for all of creation.

We remain people of hope, defiant hope, even when it looks like life is coming apart at the seams.
We resist despair, refuse to cave in to unbelief, because the Holy Spirit keeps calling us to love, to
lean into the mercy and grace of God, to embrace God’s promised future, even in the middle of
death and destruction.

So keep on proclaiming the Good News, even as the birth pangs of the new heaven and earth are
still being born among and around us. Let us give the world hope and healing from God.



Dare We Hope? Lutherans & Catholics Together
in the Light of

“Communion in Growth”
January 10, 2019

Join the Bishops of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin-ELCA and the Diocese of Green Bay for a
learning day for rostered ministers and parish leaders as we continue our journey together

toward unity. The event presenter is Dr. Mickey Mattox, Professor of Historical Theology at
Marquette University. Dr. Mattox will present three sessions entitled, “Together in the Church”,
“Together in the Eucharist”, and “Together in Ministry”. This event will be held at the Diocese of
Green Bay in the Chancery Building on January 10, 2019. Registration fee is $15 with registration
due December 12, 2018. A brochure is being sent via email to all rostered ministers and is
available on the ECSW website (ecsw.org).

Save the Date!
2019 ECSW

Theological Conference
October 28-30, 2019
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I conference Meetings with the BiShOp I Embracing God's Promised Future

The Arise Campaign is off to a
1 Oshkosh Conference—December 11 ! great start! We have already

| Wisconsin River Valley Conference—January 17 I received pledges totaling over

$250,000! Thank you to all
] Green Bay Conference—February 12 | those who have already made a

JAppleton Conference—February 21 | vledge!
|Shawano Conference—March 19 | Contributions can be made
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by sending it to the synod office.
For more information about the
strategic vision initiatives fund-
ed by the Arise Campaign, see
the brochure on the ECSW web-
site homepage.
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EPIC 2019

(Equipping People in Congregations)

Join us for ECSW'’s third annual EPIC event on Saturday, March
9, 2019 at Zion Lutheran Church in Shawano! This day of
learning is for lay people and rostered ministers, providing the
opportunity to hear from our keynote speaker and participate in
several workshops of your choosing! This year’s keynote
speaker is Michael Binder from Luther Seminary’s Faithful
Innovations! Watch for a brochure detailing workshops and
registration information to be sent to all rostered ministers and
congregations! In early January!

Papermaker Players presents

The Living Last Supper
Auditions

Sunday, January 6, 2019, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 8, 2019, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
at JR Gerritts Middle School
545 S. John St., Kimberly
(Those auditioning for a singing role should come prepared
to sing a prepared 30 second a cappella song of their choice)
Performance dates are March 28-31 & April 10-13, 2019)

For more information email PapermakerPlayersinfo@gmail.com.
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ECSW First Call Pastors
with
Bishop Mansholt at the
First Call
Theological Conference.




Anna Moorhead, EL CA Ca mp ai g4t L Ghatedthe folfoveirg ieformation with the
ECSW Global Mission Team. If you are interested in learning more about ELCA Missionaries and
Young Adults in global Mission (YAGM'’s) check out the following links
https://www.youtube.com/results?

search guery=evangelical+lutheran+church+in+america+young+adult+in+global+mission+

AND https://www.youtube.com/results?

search guery=evangelical+lutheran+church+in+america+missionaries

One of Anna’s personal favorites is about Rev. Janelle who was a YAGM, then was called to Semi-

nary (she received an ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship), and is now the Country Coordinator for
the Rwanada YAGM program. It is called “We All Bring Something to the Table” https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mujp xYjJgk&t=110s

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God'’s work. Our hands.
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Dedication Service for Renovated St John’s Lutheran
Church

On Sunday, December 9th the community is welcome to attend
the Dedication Service for the Renovation of our Sanctuary. The
service will start at 3:30 pm. afterward, tours and hors d'ouevres
will be served in celebration of this wonderful facelift of St John's

Lutheran Church, Garfield Avenue, Marion. Please join us! If you
need more information contact: Tr acy Co A/r58®t@ 17 15
or vVvia céhmaiclhodtfi ce@stjohnsfmari on. or g

Synod Office
Holiday Hours

November 21, 8:00 am-Noon
November 22-23: Closed
December 24-26: Closed

December 31-January 1: Closed
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