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Thank you for your offering! Our financial offerings will 
be shared in a 50/50 split with two important ministries. 
Please scan this QR code and scroll down on the menu to 
choose “2024 Synod Assembly Offering.” 
ELCA World Hunger: Celebrating fifty years in 
ministry, the Bishop's Initiative for 2024 will be focused 
on raising support for ELCA World Hunger. 
Bishop's Resource Fund: The Bishop's Resource Fund 
supports rostered ministers in a variety of ways, providing 
support in emergencies and resources for additional 
learning. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
Friday, May 17, 2024 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 
 The fountain of living water, 
 The rock who gave us birth, 
 Our light and our salvation. 
 
C Amen. 
 
P Joined into Christ in the waters of baptism,  
 We are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
 Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister give thanks. 
 We give you thanks, Holy God, for you are the creator of the waters of 
 earth. You are the fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your 
 people Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus 
 promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know your peace 
 and truth.  
 
 We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this 
 font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, 
 and love. Embolden us by your Holy Spirit fire. Make us brave to 
 proclaim the good news of God in word and deed, accompany us in our 
 striving for justice and peace in all the earth, and give us the abundant 
 life only you can give.  
 
 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living 
 water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
 
C Amen.  
 
The service continues with the gathering song.  
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN                         Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you! 
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CLOSING HYMN                                               God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind 

 
DISMISSAL   
P Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                 Toccata on Veni Creator Spiritus                   M. Duruflé  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #36568. Gracious Spirit, Heed our 
Pleading, text by Wilson Niwagila, translated by Howard S. Olson © Lutheran Theological College, 
Makumira, Tanzania; Reprinted under OneLicense # A-707969. Kyrie, music by Dinah Reindorf © 
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 and for all people for he forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
 of me.  
 
 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The assembly stands.  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
 you in his grace. 
C Amen.    
A Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 
 Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this 
 food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left 
 out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 
BLESSING  
P The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, 
 and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE       
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PRAYER OF THE DAY       
P Let us pray.  
C Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth 
 to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us 
 language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 
The Assembly is seated. 
First Reading: Acts 2:1-21  
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 
filled with new wine.” 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Risen One, 
 you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
 May the gifts that we offer here 
 be signs of your abiding love. 
 Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
 through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
C Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.                                                  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
 gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
 this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
 drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS                     Please sing the prayer response before and after the prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[A] God of Grace,   [C]  Hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
A The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING    Living Spirit, Holy Fire        Ruth Duck/Lori True  
Today’s offering will be split between the ELCA World Hunger and the Bishop Resource Fund. More 
information can be found on the last page of the bulletin.                                                   
 
OFFERTORY  
The assembly stands. Bread, wine, money, and other gifts may be brought forward.            
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  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”  
 
The word of the Lord: Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 

Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
The Holy Gospel according to John:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my 
behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
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  16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 
you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world 
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do 
not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and 
you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world 
has been condemned. 
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for 
he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For 
this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE                                        Rev. Dr. Niveen Ibrahim Sarras  
The assembly is seated. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                            O Spirit, All Embracing 
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NICENE CREED  
The assembly stands.     
             
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 


